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School Council 
 

I have received four nominations for four places available on 

School Council for the next two years and accordingly I declare 

Stuart Ball, Claire Levi, Michelle Taylor and Anthony Wallace 

elected to School Council for 2009. The first meeting of the 

new Council is next Tuesday March 17 at 7.30pm. At this 

meeting we will welcome our new members and elect the    

executive for the coming year as well as the regular business of 

School Council. Other members of School Council include, 

Ross Jacob, Sue Turner, Marcus Cook, Debbie Bianco,     

Bronwyn Garrity, Judy Steet, Lina Massarotti and myself as 

Executive Officer. 

I would like to thank the retiring School Councillors, Mark 

Stainkamph, Dave Standish and Brett Ryder for their commit-

ment to POPS and their preparedness to plan and implement 

projects which benefit the whole school population. Dave  

Standish has served for four years on Council; the last one as 

President and has done an outstanding job. He has expertly 

chaired meetings and canvassed parent and staff opinions and 

made himself available for the many official jobs which are 

part of the Presidentôs role, he has also been an active member 

of the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Mark has been on 

Council for the past six years and has been a stalwart of the 

Buildings and Grounds Committee and has been involved in the 

organisation of many Working Bees, design and installation of 

the play equipment and always available for many impromptu 

tasks. Mark also took on the Vice Presidentôs role last year and 

diligently fulfilled his duties. Brett has spent two years on 

Council and he and Mark have been a fabulous Buildings and 

Grounds duo, Brettôs energy and skill at Working Bees is very 

impressive. I look forward to a rewarding and productive year 

working with our School Council. 
 

Parentsô Association AGM 
 

The meeting last week began with an enjoyable presentation 

by Andrew Weaver on Maths is Fun! The audience received a 

booklet of ideas and were amazed at the mathematical tricks 

presented! Booklets are available from the office for anyone 

who was not able to attend the meeting. After the presentation 

the Annual General Meeting of the PA was held and reports 

were presented from the; President, Treasurer, Assistant    

Principal, Fundraising, Canteen, Class Representatives and 

Uniform Coordinators.  

Last year was a very successful year for the Parents             

Association and I would like to thank and commend the      

retiring executive of Greg McKenzie, Stuart Ball and Fund-

raising coordinator, Jackie Agathagelidis who through their 

energy and ideas and with the support of our community      

provided an impressive amount of extra resources for our 

school. These achievements are fantastic but equally important 

is the community sense created, which is impossible to put a 

price tag on. 

Congratulations and thank you to the newly elected executive 

of PA for 2009, President, Lyn Stevenson, Vice President and 

Treasure Julia Moore, and Fundraising Coordinator, Jodie De 

Winter. Congratulations and thank you to the Uniform Co-

ordinators, Claire Levi, Michelle Muirhead, Siobhan Lay and 

Gaye Williams, and Class Rep Coordinators Huey Miin Tan 

and Melinda Frost. We are still in need of a School Council 

Representative and a Canteen Manager. I look forward to   

another successful and enjoyable year working with our    

committed parents. 
 

Zone Swimming  
 

Congratulations to the students who swam in the District and 

Zone swimming trials last week, there was an impressive  

number of children who competed. Thank you to Bianca 

Gatherum for her organisation and attendance and to many 

POPS Parents who attended and cheered our students home. 

Special thanks to Mr Hunt who took over the coaching role 

when Bianca had to leave. The results were impressive and are 

detailed in Biancaôs report in this newsletter. The next event is 

at MSAC on April 27 where Georgia West, Mitchell Emmett, 

Ryan Young, Matthew Williamson, Dylan Pascoe and Rudi 

Hunt will represent POPS.                              Georgina Daniel  
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Fri 13 Parent Helpersô Course 

 Crazy Hair DayðJSCðgold coin donation 

Sat 14  Strawberry FairðSt.Anneôs 

Mon 16 Young Leaders ConferenceðYear 6 

Tues 17 St. Patrickôs DayðCanteen counter sales 

Fri 20 POPS Fun Run 

Sat 21 Warrandyte FestivalðPOPS Choir 

Sun 22 Warrandyte FestivalðDuck Race 2:30pm 

Fri 27 Incursion Prep 

 Parent Helpersô CourseðFinal in Library 
 

APRIL 
 

Fri 3 End of Term 1ðEarly Dismissal 2:30pm 

Mon 20 Term 2 Commences 9:00am 
 

 
 

School Tours are held on Mondays at 10am 
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Premierôs Fitness Challenge 
 

I am sure most parents are aware of the Premierôs Fitness 

Challenge which is part of the Governmentôs Go for Your 

Life initiative focussed on improving the level of physical 

activity and, health and wellbeing of Victorians. This  

initiative asks families to do 30 minutes of physical     

activity a day over the six week Challenge. There are  

incentive prizes to be won for individual children and  

parents as well as school prizes. I encourage all parents to 

visit the website and register for the Challenge which runs 

from March 8 to April 19. Information is available at the 

office or at the website, www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au or 

by calling 1300 73 98 99. I know that at least one POPS  

family is definitely taking the challenge!  

And now a word from Lina Massarotti ..... 
 

 

PERSISTENCE 

These ideas are based on Michael Groseôs Parenting 21- 

which is an information program aimed for parents to  

develop the skills and knowledge necessary to raise    

children today. 
 

The ability to persist at a task and see it through to the end 

is one of the most important success skills that you can 

teach your children. Research shows that persistence is a 

temperamental factor that can be improved over time. 

Parents can promote persistence by encouraging their 

children to keep going and not give in at the slightest  

hurdle. 
 

ñYou can do itò is far more powerful in terms of          

promoting an attitude of persistence than ñIf it is a little 

too hard then try something else.ò Children need to learn 

that by GIVING EFFORT  they will more 

than likely experience more success. 

 

To promote persistence in your children 

try:  

1. Developing a vocabulary for persis-

tence such as Hang Tough, Hang in 

There as part of everyday vocabulary. 
2. Point out to your child when they have been         

persistent and how this has contributed to their       

success. 
3. Share your successes that have come from persisting 

at a task. 
4. Talk about HARD WORK  

with your children and help them 

understand that sometimes success 

comes only from   doing things that 

are not fun or easy. 
 

Quote: ñPersistence and Patience have a magical effect 

before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish.ò 

John Quincy Adams 
 

How does this fit in with our values? 

¶ RESPECT: talk about persisting with accepting and 

respecting others even when itôs hard to find some-

thing in common 

¶ INTEGRITY:  one of the hardest lessons is to always 

tell the truth especially when recounting your role in 

incidents 

¶ EXCELLENCE:  talk about working hard to get the 

best results 

¶ CONFIDENCE:  talk about persisting when things 

seem too hard and having the confidence to give 

things a go 

¶ DIVERSITY:  talk about  persisting with friendships 

even when there are differences 

¶ RESILIENCE:  talk about persisting despite         

encountering difficulties. 

GOLDEN LUNCH BOX AWARD FOR:  
 

THURSDAYðWinner iséé.Prep T 
with 83% rubbish free lunch boxes  

 

TUESDAYðWinner iséé.1A 
with 95% rubbish free lunch boxes 

 

Well Done! 
 

 

Freefall Maths ï Level Four 
  

This week we have been studying   

Multiplication  

in our Maths lessons. You will find the following page numbers 

useful to reinforce our work   

P 19 and P21 
 

Thank you ~  The Level Four Team. 

Reminder that Hats are compulsory in terms 

one and four, no hat, no play! 

 

Interschool Summer Sport for 5/6  
 

 

 

POPS Versus Tinternvale PS ñFriday March 13  

(Tintern Avenue, Ringwood East M50 F 9)  

 
 

   HOME:    Bat Tennis, Basketball, T -Ball  

 

    AWAY:   Volleystars, Cricket , Rounders  

 

      POPS Interschool Sport FixturesðTerm1 
 

      March 13th  Tinternvale Primary School 
 

  March 20th  Marlborough Primary School  
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POPS Working Bee 
 

Sunday 22nd March   9am to 12noon 

 
We welcome all parents, grandparents and other  

interested parties to attend our first Working Bee for 

the year. Jobs to improve your school include small 

non-intense jobs to larger jobs such as finishing off 

the pirate ship. 

  
 

This is a great chance to meet other parents in a ñfun

-filledò environment and to show your kids your  

involvement in their school. Any time you can give 

on the day would be greatly appreciated 
 

 
 

We hope to see Mums, Dads and/or Kids all there 

(Morning Tea provided) 

P.O.P.S SWIM TEAM Zone/Region Trials  
 

On Friday 6th March, 22 students represented P.O.P.S at the Zone/Region trials at the Nunawading pool. We had some 

terrific results in our Maroondah zone finals, which were held in the morning. Results were: 

  Freestyle Backstroke Breaststroke Butterfly 
4 x 50m 

Freestyle 

Boys 9/10 yrs 

Jacob 

Price-Inglis 

(3rd) 

  
Jacob Price ï

Inglis (3rd) 

Matthew 

Williamson 

(1st) 

3rd 

Girls 11 yrs 
Tamsyn  

Reyneke (2nd) 

Tamsyn 

Reyneke 

(1st) 

Kessia 

Bowen (4th) 

  

  2nd 

Boys  11 yrs     

Prahn    

Nicholson 

(2nd) 

  2nd 

Girls 12/13 yrs 
Georgia West 

(1st) 

Georgia 

West (3rd) 

Summer O 

Connor (3rd) 
    

Boys 12/13yrs 
Mitchell    

Emmett (1st) 

Mitchell  

Emmett (4th) 

Ryan Young 

(1st) 

Rudi Hunt  

(3rd) 
1st 

In the afternoon, students then competed in the Zone trials. 

Once again we had some outstanding results: 
 

Mitchell Emmett - 1st in boys 12/13yrs Freestyle 

Georgia West- 2nd  in girls 12/13yrs Freestyle. 

Ryan Young - 3rd in boys 12/13yrs Breaststroke 

Matthew Williamson - 3rd in boys 9/10yr Butterfly. 

Mitchell Emmett, Ryan Young, Dylan Pascoe and Rudi 

Hunt ï 1st in 12/13yr Boys Relay (4 x 50m Freestyle). 
 

These students now qualify to compete at the State  

Swimming Championships at MSAC on April 27. Well 

done to all our P.O.P.S swimming competitors! 

P.O.P.S swim team 2009 

 

Bianca Gatherum (Physical Education Teacher) 
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POPS Junior School Council presentsé 
 

CRAZY HAIR DAY!  
 

TOMORROWðFriday 13th March 
 

as part of the Worldôs Greatest Shave, raising 

money for the Leukaemia Foundation 

For one gold coin donation, you can: 

Colour your hair 

Style your hair 

Shave your hair 
 

So be creative, go           

completely CRAZY and 

help raise money for 

this important cause! 

       POPS FUN RUN 2009 
 

 

A rem ind er  t o  all p aren t s and  st ud ent s  

t hat  t he Fun  Run is b eing held  on  

Fr iday 20 t h March. 

 

All p aren t s are w elcom e t o  at t end  and  b elow  is a m od if ied  t im et ab le o f  w hen and  

w here t he ch ild ren w ill b e runn ing. You m ay choose t o  run  w it h  your  ch ild . 

 

Any p aren t s w ho can  sp are a lit t le t im e t o  help  record  lap s  

w ould  b e great ly ap p reciat ed . 

 

So  m ake sure you have your  runners, w at er  b o t t les and  lo t s o f  energy as w e look      

f o rw ard  t o  a great  d ay. 

 

Frances Dyson 0407543223 and your  Class represent at ives 
 

 
 

#  Please note If inclement weather, the event will be rescheduled to another date. 

Grad e  Est im at ed  Tim e  Where  

Prep  12.30-1.00 p m  Runn ing Track  

Grad es 1&2 1.00 -1.30 p m  Runn ing Track  

Grad es 3&4 1.35 -2.10 p m  Top  & Bo t t om  Ovals 

Grad es 5&6 2.40 ï 3.15 p m  Top  & Bo t t om  Ovals 

 
 

 

 
 
Canteen windows will be open at Lunchtime on this day for 
sale of icy poles and other treats, with a Green theme. If 
there are still items for sale the windows will open again for 
snack time. Remember to be there early in case we run out 
of EVERYTHING as we did on Pancake day! 
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Program:  Many children joined in the AASC Soccer 

on Tuesday and Basketball on Thursday. Others have 

been doing lots of art/craft activities and cooking, board 

games and gymnastics. 
 

Next week we will  have a special cooking day on      

Friday, as well as lots of art/craft and games during the 

week. There is also time to catch up with homework, or 

sit and have a chat. 
 

Policy documents:  As part of quality assurance (QA) 

we have to consult with parents and children about our 

policies. Our philosophy statement has been beside the 

roll for two weeks, and 3 parents took time to comment. 

At least one change may be made because of their input. 
 

Next week we will be looking at Services Provided.  

The relevant page will be in a clipboard, and we invite 

you to read and comment. 
 

Accounts:  These were sent out last week, and I thank 

all who have paid.  If you have not yet paid, we would 

appreciate prompt payment. 
 

Holiday Program:  Bookings are now open (and I  

already have bookings for two families.) The program is 

attached to this  newsletter.  And just  a  reminder  ï      

payment is required to confirm your booking. 
 

 
Judi Prowse, OSHC Coordinator 

9876 3898 or 0419 349 848 

prowse.patricia.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

ASSEMBLY & STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

PHOTOS 
 

Students of the Week are photographed at weekly        

assemblies. If you would like to get a copy of the student 

of the week photos, please email me with:-  

¶ Your Childôs Name, 

¶ Class 

¶ Date that your child received an award.  

 

I will attach the photo to your return email. My email 

address is: 

paul.michael.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Depending on workload, allow one week for this       

service. 

Student  Banking  RosterStudent  Banking  RosterStudent  Banking  Roster  
 
 

Week Beginning:  16th Mar - Suzannah Brash 

  23rd Mar  -  Amanda McMahon 

  30th Mar -  Simone Prunty 

  20th April-   Suzannah Brash 

PARK ORCHARDS VACATION CARE  

APRIL 2009 
 

Park Orchards Primary School, Bowmore Avenue, 

Park Orchards 

 

Phone 9876 3898 (With answering machine)  

Mobile 0419 349 848 

 

Hours of Operation: 7.30am to 6.30pm 

Week 1 Monday 6th April to Thursday 9th April  

Week 2 Tuesday 14th April to Friday 17th April  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
 

¶ The program provides care for children from Prep 

to Grade 6. 

¶ Only full day care is available. There is a maximum 

of 30 places per day. 

¶ Please dress children appropriately ï shoes with 

closed in toes, tops with sleeves, and with a sun hat. 

¶ Children need to bring morning and afternoon tea, 

lunch, and a water bottle. 

¶ Children must be signed in on arrival and signed 

out when collected by an authorised person. 

¶ Children need to take responsibility for any toys etc 

they bring to the program. Time periods will be set 

aside when children can use their electronic games.  

At other times they should be stored in bags. 

¶ Each day will have indoor and outdoor activities, 

and children will need to be sun smart to go out-

side. 
 

BOOKINGS:  
 

¶ Bookings accepted now, and must be confirmed 

with payment. 

¶ Cost is $35 a day. This can be reduced considerably 

with CCB. 

¶ Casual bookings can be accepted if there are still 

vacancies. 

¶ Absences:  there  is  no  refund for  booked days 

missed unless you have a medical certificate. If 

children are absent you may switch to another day 

within this program if places are available. 

¶ Please notify any absences before 9.00am 
 

A list of daily activities is shown on the next page of 

this newsletter. 

mailto:prowse.patricia.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
BLOCKED::mailto:paul.michael.m@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Anyone wishing to order from Issue 2 of the  Scholastic 
Book Club are reminded that all orders and money must 
be handed in to the office by Monday, March 16. 
            Jodie De Winter  

 

RED CROSS BLOOD SERVICE 
 

CRITICAL  BLOOD SERVICE NEEDS YOU!!  
 

PLEASE GIVEðCALL 13 14 95 
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PARENTSô ASSOCIATION 
 

The next meeting of the Parentôs Association will be held 

on Thursday April 2 at 7.30pm in the Pettet Centre. All      

parents are warmly invited to attend this important      

meeting, particularly our new parents, we would love to 

see some new faces and hear some new ideas.  
 

Lyn StevensonðPresident 

 

 
 

Dodgem Cars  
   Rocket Simulator 

Inflatable Slide  

Chair -o-Plane  

Games ñStalls  

Jumping Castle 

and the SURPRISE ride!  

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

OPEN MONDAYS ~ 8:45-9:15 am 
 

Siobhan Lay, Michelle Muirhead, Gaye Williams and 
Claire Levi 

 
 

Queries:  Claire Levi on 9876-5522 

 

 

Monday 6th April:  Balloon Day:  There are lots of 

things we can do with balloons ï play games, make 

animals, decorate them. Letôs see how many things we 

can do with balloons. 

 

Tuesday 7th April:   Boot Camp:  Letôs have fun      

getting fit today. We will have a visitor to run a boot 

camp, and then we will try lots of other activities    

during the day. 

 

Wednesday 8th April:  Flora and Fauna:  We will go 

for a nature walk, and collect lots of things that we can 

play with or make wonderful artistic creations. We can 

look for tracks and other evidence of life around us. 

 

Thursday 9th April:  Easter fun:  We will make Easter 

Bunnies, Easter Eggs, cards, hot cross buns, and have 

an Easter Bonnet parade. There will also be lots of 

time to play outside and have fun. 

 

Tuesday 14th April:  Drama is Fun:  We can make 

puppets or dress up to perform some plays. We can 

also think of some music that can be a great back-

ground to our plays. There will also be time to make 

scenery and back drops. 

 

Wednesday 15th April:  Mini Chefs:  Bring an apron if 

you can, and we will cook all sorts of things (and taste 

them too!)  We can also make our own cookery book, 

with recipes and pictures. 

 

Thursday 16th April:  Sport Can Be Fun:  Lots of out-

door games (or indoors if the weather is bad). Make 

sure you wear sneakers and other suitable clothing, 

and bring a drink bottle. 

 

Friday 17th April: Crafty Friday:   There will be some 

different crafts today ï try your hand at Mod Roc 

sculpture,  papier  mache,  woodwork,  sewing,  and    

several surprises. 

  Park Orchards Croydon 

West 

Winner: 

Cricket 111 54 POPS 

Rounders 8 4 POPS 

Basketball Mixed 29 6 POPS 

Basketball Girls 6 14 Croydon W 

T-Ball 21 21 Drawn 

Volleystars 
(Sets and games) 

3 0 POPS 

Bat Tennis 45 15 POPS 

Last Friday POPS achieved the following results in the 

Interschool Sport competition against Croydon West: 


