
 

 

Principalôs Letter Principalôs Letter Principalôs Letter    
 

 
 

Risk Management  
 

The last week has been an interesting and unprecedented 

week in our school history in many ways and I would like   

to thank everyone for their patience and understanding.        

Although it may appear in hind sight to be overly cautious in 

closing schools deemed as being in high risk areas, I fully 

support the Education Departmentôs decisions as the safety 

of our children and staff is paramount. However, the time-

line of when I was informed abut the school closures and the 

end of the school day was very tight and I would like to   

acknowledge the excellent work of Lina Massarotti, Tracy 

Walsh, and Sherryl Ratcliffe in working through the      

situation. Other staff helped out by doing whatever was 

asked which enabled us to get the messages out to all     

families in a timely manner. Many parents also offered their 

help which was heart warming and thoughtful. I am very 

proud of, and grateful for, the wonderful team ethos that  

exists at our school because it enables us to work together to 

provide the best environment for all children. Hopefully the 

weather conditions will be more settled in the near future 

and this will allow us to catch up on our tasks which had to 

be sidelined as well as continuing our studentsô learning. 
 

Parentsô Association 
 

We will conduct the Annual General Meeting of the       

Parentsô Association this evening at 7.30pm in the Pettet 

Centre. The meeting will begin with a presentation from 

Andrew Weaver, our mathematics coordinator, on Maths is 

Fun! Andrewôs presentation will focus on what parents can 

do at home to make mathematics enjoyable and he has some 

fabulous ideas to share. The AGM meeting will follow   

Andrewôs presentation and part of this meeting will include 

election of the executive for 2009. We are fortunate in   

having so many parents who generously give of their time at 

our school but we are conscious of not burning people out, 

so we encourage other parents who may not have previously 

been in a position to think about taking on a role on the  

executive. The PA is a way of supporting the school and 

being able to make a difference in your childôs education 

and all parents are warmly welcome to participate.   
 

School Council 
 

As the school was closed on Friday due to bushfire threat 

the School Council nomination process has been slightly 

interrupted. At the time of writing all positions are not filled 

and I will extend the time for receiving nominations to 

Monday March 9. As with the PA we have parents who 

have served on School Council for a number of years and         

are looking to support the school in a different way. It is       

important we have a strong and vibrant School Council 

which represents the whole school community and I would 

encourage any parents who are thinking of joining the 

School Council to talk to myself or a councillor about the 

role. Nomination forms can be collected from the office. 
 

Canteen Manager 
 

We are still looking for a Canteen manager for this year, the 

position is open to parents or grandparents or members of 

the community. Until we fill this position our canteen     

cannot open. Role descriptions are available from the office 

and an advertisement will be placed in the local paper.  
 

 

Georgina Daniel  
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Thur 5 AGM Parentsô Association Meeting 7:30pm 

Fri 6 Parent Helpersô Course 

  ExcursionðCERES Level 2 (1/2) 

Mon 9 LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY  

Fri 13 Parent Helpersô Course 

 Mad Hair DayðJSCðgold coin donation 

Sat 14  Strawberry FairðSt.Anneôs 

Mon 16 Young Leaders ConferenceðYear 6 

Fri 20 Parent Helpersô Course 

 POPS Fun Run 
Sat 21 Warrandyte FestivalðPOPS Choir 

Sun 22 Warrandyte FestivalðDuck Race 2:30pm 

Fri 27 Incursion Prep 
 

APRIL 
 

Fri 3 End of Term 1ðEarly Dismissal 2:30pm 

Mon 20 Term 2 Commences 9:00am 
 

 

 
 

School Tours are held on Mondays at 10am 

05/03/09__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reminder that Hats are compulsory in terms 

one and four, no hat, no play! 
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Community News and Reminders Community News and Reminders Community News and Reminders    
 

 

 

Bushfire AppealðOur appeal total continues to increase again 

this week thanks to Madeline Ball and Jessica McWilliams  

collecting money, and the generosity of our wonderful school 

community members.  

And now a word from Lina Massarotti ..... 
 

Watching out for the students and our community 

Both Georgina and I have previously written about     

keeping our students and community safe but there are 

still concerns that the pick-up and drop-off zone on   

Bowmore Avenue is not operating as effectively as it 

could. The zoned area is a No Parking zone and the 

driver must never leave the car. 
 

Incident on Wednesday 4th March 

It is also a matter of courtesy that when you pull into the 

zone you consider other drivers and move up towards 

the front . Drivers should not leave their cars 

at all. Unfortunately this courtesy was not extended on 

Wednesday morning and it caused quite a commotion and 

some dangerous situations. 
 

How the óDrop-off and Pick-upô should work: 

Í Drivers are able to drop-off or pick-up students     

legally at very busy times at the beginning and end of the 

school day. 

The driver to pull into the óDrop-off and Pick-upô zone 

and remain in control of the vehicle while the school   

student walks to the vehicle. 
 

Advantages of the óDrop-off and Pick-upô zone 

The óDrop off and Pick Upô area on Bowmore Avenue 

has a number of safety advantages for our students which 

include: 

Í Provides a designated zone for drivers to stop and 

drop-off or pick-up their children. 

Í Relieves traffic congestion on Bowmore Avenue and 

ensures cars do not park illegally. 

Í Allows smaller children to remain secured in the car 

while school age children are dropped off and picked up 

from school. 

Í Reinforces road safety messages and safe passenger 

behaviours to parents and children. 

 

 

 STUDENT MERIT AWARDSSTUDENT MERIT AWARDSSTUDENT MERIT AWARDS    

 
 

YEAR PL      Rianna Sandstrom  

YEAR PN      David Marris  

YEAR PT     Laura Cormick  

YEAR 1A      Victoria Turner  
 

YEAR 1P      Cooper Jays 
 

YEAR 2M   Leah Bellsham 
 

YEAR 2S  Jacob Potter 
 

YEAR 34G  Tim Nothnagel  
 

YEAR 34K  Troy OôGrady 
 

YEAR 34M  Jessica Argyros 
 

YEAR 34O  Maddie Ball 
 

YEAR 56D  Kyra Houston 

YEAR 56R  Lachlan Kershaw 

YEAR 56W  Ingrid Bishop 

GOLDEN LUNCH BOX AWARD FOR:  
 

THURSDAYðWinner iséé.1A 
with 83% rubbish free lunch boxes     

Well done! 

 

 

Interschool Summer Sport for 5/6  
 

 

 

POPS Versus Croydon West PSñFriday March 6  

(Hinkley Avenue, Croydon M50 E 3)  

 
 

   HOME:    Volleystars, Cricket , Rounders  

 

    AWAY:   Bat Tennis, Basketball, T -Ball  

 

ASSEMBLY & STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

PHOTOS 
 

Students of the Week are photographed at weekly        

assemblies. If you would like to get a copy of the student 

of the week photos, please email me with:-  

¶ Your Childôs Name, 

¶ Class 

¶ Date that your child received an award.  

 

I will attach the photo to your return email. My email 

address is: 

paul.michael.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Depending on workload, allow one week for this       

service. 

 

      POPS Interschool Sport FixturesðTerm1 
 

    March 6th  Croydon West Primary School 
 

  March 13th  Tinternvale Primary School 
 

  March 20th  Marlborough Primary School  

BLOCKED::mailto:paul.michael.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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News from the Art Room  
 

Just to fill everyone in so far: 
 

PREP children have been creating art works based      

on the outline of their individual hands. Mixing and   

applying specific paints has been explored with          

additional gluing of glitter and sequins for final touches 

to complete the works. 
 

GRADE 1 children have completed ñFoot Fishò using 

multiple outlines of their individual feet as a starting 

point to create a mixed media art work. They are now 

continuing on with skill development to enhance a press 

print using fluorescent paints and extending it through 

cutting, gluing and decorative pen work. 
 

GRADE 2 children began with imaginative drawings 

developed from marks displayed in a grid formation. 

They are now working on straight line drawings, which 

will, through the use of masking and painting, become 

hessian pictures on which a variety of sewing skills will 

be tested. 
 

GRADE 3/4 children have completed a ñWild Faceò 

mixed media collage. They are now developing their   

architectural design thinking skills, to create a model for 

ñA Fabulous Tree Houseò, using sticks, a small box, 

masking tape and modroc. So far the drawings are full 

of exciting construction ideas. 
 

GRADE 5/6 children have been given an ñArt Thinking 

Bookò. Their first task with this book was to decorate it, 

with their name clearly displayed on the front amidst 

their own personalized interests collaged on.  
 

They have been extending observational drawing skills 

using a variety of items including large fig leaves and 

their own shoe placed on the table in front of them. 

Portraiture has begun through a ñhands in paintò direct 

printing approach with some very spontaneous results! 

 

If anyone could please spare some time to help thread 

needles and inspire with some sewing techniques for 

Grade 2 on Mondays between 12.30 and 2.10pm. I 

would love to hear from you! Just 

drop in at the Art Room any time 

from Monday to Wednesday. Any 

help would be greatly appreciated!! 
 

 

 

Cheers from Mrs Kopietz 

 

 

 
Program:  Several children have enjoyed cooking, and 

all have enjoyed tasting the results. Many have taken the 

opportunity to finish their homework, and many have 

also taken the opportunity to join in with Active After 

School, learning soccer skills with Bobbie or basketball 

with David. Some children enjoyed reading some of the 

craft books and finding out how to make mouths that 

pop up in cards. 
 

Next week we will continue with cooking, craft and out-

door games.   
 

Snacks:  We try to keep our snacks as healthy as     

possible.  There  is  always  a  selection  of  fruit  and      

vegetables, and usually savoury biscuits with a dip or 

low fat cheese, or sandwiches. Sometimes we serve pop 

corn or stir fry or risotto or noodles. Recently, some of 

the older children have been selecting recipes from ñEat 

Smart, Play Smartò, a book compiled by the Heart  

Foundation. We have tried vegetable fritters and tuna 

patties, as well as fruit muffins. 
 

Accounts:  I apologise for not getting the accounts out 

last week ï missing the time on Friday, and then again 

this Tuesday limited my time for administration. The 

accounts will be done this week, and will come home on 

Friday. 
 

 

Judi Prowse, OSHC Coordinator 

9876 3898 or 0419 349 848 

prowse.patricia.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Jokes 
 

Whatõs brown and sticky? 
                                  

A stick. 
 

How do cattle add and subtract? 
 

With a cow-culatoré 
 

What did the water say to the boat? 
 

Nothing, it just waved! 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

OPEN MONDAYS ~ 8:45-9:15 am 
 

Siobhan Lay, Michelle Muirhead, Gaye Williams and 
Claire Levi 

 
 

Queries:  Claire Levi on 9876-5522 

Student  Banking  RosterStudent  Banking  RosterStudent  Banking  Roster  
 
 

Week Beginning:  16th Mar - Suzannah Brash 

  23rd Mar  -  Amanda McMahon 

  30th Mar -  Simone Prunty 

  20th April-   Suzannah Brash 

mailto:prowse.patricia.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Invitation to all POPS parents  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

If you would like to help your child with MATHEMATICS in fun ways you can even enjoy, then come along  

tonight to a parent forum at 7.30pm just before the PA Annual General Meeting!  

The session is aimed at giving parents some useful and fun hints and tricks.  
 

 

MATHS IS FUN   

Come along and discover:  
  

Why some children do not like Maths 

How to make Maths Fun for your child at home 

How to help your child learn Times tables  effectively 

Maths Games while shopping 

Maths Games in the car 

Useful Commercial Maths Games 

Useful websites 

  

  
Presented by:  

  

Andrew Weaver  

  
  
  

Thursday 5 th March 2009  

When:  Thursday 5 th March at 7.30 pm. ð 8.00 pm (session will run prior to PA meeting)  

Where

: 

Pettet Centre  

 

POPS Junior School Council presentsé 
 

CRAZY HAIR DAY! 
on 

Friday 13
th

 March 
 

as part of the Worldôs Greatest Shave, raising money for the 

Leukaemia Foundation 

For one gold coin donation, you can: 

Colour your hair 

Style your hair 

Shave your hair 
 

So be creative, go completely CRAZY and help raise money for 

this important cause! 



 

 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD SERVICE 
 

CRITICAL  BLOOD SERVICE NEEDS YOU!!  
 

PLEASE GIVEðCALL 13 14 95 
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Snack Shack News ! 
 

 

PANCAKE DAY 
 

It was great to see our canteen window opened for the first 

time this year and so many smiling faces eager for        

Pancakes and icy treats! 

A big THANK-YOU for our parent voluteer helpers,     

Sue Turner, Sharyn Ratten, Melinda Frost, Gaye                  

Williams, Huey Miin Tan and Gillian Bremner. It was 

also   fantastic to have our new Grade 6 Canteen Helpers    

lighten our load, so thanks go to Michaela, Bella,          

Breannen, Chris, Aaron and Louise! 
 

Any parents out there interested in being a Canteen       

volunteer please let us know. For the little sacrifice of 

time needed to join in, it is worth the reward of seeing the    

children love it so much, and a great way to meet other 

Mums. 

Jodie Philipsen - Canteen Committee 

 

DATES FOR PROPOSED TOURS OF 

NORWOOD SECONDARY COLLEGE IN 2009 
 

Tours of Norwood Secondary College have been       

organised for the dates listed below in 2009. Bookings 

are necessary for tours and interested persons should 

telephone 9871-0400 to organise a suitable date. Tours 

commence at 9.30am from the General Office and are of 

approximately one hour duration. An Open Night will be 

held on Wednesday 29 April commencing at 7.30pm. 
 

¶ Wednesday, 11 March 

¶ Friday, 13 March 

¶ Wednesday, 18 March 

¶ Friday, 20 March 

 

PARENTSô ASSOCIATION 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Parentôs Association 

will be held on TONIGHT ðThursday March 5 at 7.30pm 

in the Pettet Centre. All parents are warmly invited to   

attend this important meeting, particularly our new parents, 

we would love to see some new faces and hear some new 

ideas.  
 

 

 

 

Only $25 for unlimited rides 

on: 
 

Dodgem Cars  
   Rocket Simulator 

Inflatable Slide  

Chair -o-Plane  

Games  

Jumping Castle 
 

and the SURPRISE ride!  
 

Slap bands will NOT be available 

on the day of Strawberry Fair 
 

Please complete the order form and return  

NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY 11 th 

MARCH  

to ensure that you receive your voucher before 

the fair!  
 

Order forms can be obtained from the POPS 

office and must be returned with money       

included to the POPS office before Wednesday. 


